




























Township of Mullica 
Resolution 143-2026 

SUPPORTING THE INTRODUCTION OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO STUDY THE MULLICA 
RIVER FOR DESIGNATION AS A NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP WILD AND SCENIC RIVER 

WHEREAS, the Mullica River, its tributaries and estuary have a large presence in the Township of Mullica, New 
Jersey, and have a rich history in geology, geography, anthropology, marine and terrestrial life, commerce, supported 
agriculture, hunting, fishing, tourism and hydrology, especially pertaining to the massive Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer, 
and more; and 

WHEREAS, the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (P.L. 90-542) allows for the designation ofrivers that 
possess outstandingly remarkable values, including wild, scenic, recreational, historical and cultural considerations, with 
waters considered as among the most pristine on the East Coast, studied widely by researches as a benchmark area; and 

WHEREAS, the "Pattnership" model of the Wild and Scenic designation enjoyed by the nearby Great Egg 
Harbor River and the Maurice River establishes a collaborative management structure, including local and state agencies, 
private landowners and non-profit stakeholders, that brings federal funding and technical resources to local communities 
without federal ownership of land or federal control over local zoning and land uses; and 

WHEREAS, a National Partnership Wild and Scenic River designation would create a review and response 
mechanism regarding federally licensed or funded infrastructure projects that could degrade the Mullica River's free­
flowing character or water quality; and 

WHEREAS, the first step in seeking the designation requires the U.S. Congress to authorize a "study bill" to 
evaluate the river's eligibility and suitability for designation; now 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Mullica, County of 
Atlantic, State of New Jersey, authorizes: 

1. Suppmt of Study: The Mullica Township Committee hereby expresses its suppmt for the introduction and 
passage offederal legislation authorizing the National Park Service to study the Mullica River and its 
tributaries for potential designation into the National Wild and Scenic River System.

2. Local Authority Retained: This support is conditioned upon the explicit understanding that any future
designation shall utilize the "Pattnership" model, ensuring that management of the river remains a cooperative 
effort led by local municipalities, and that no federal condemnation of land shall be authorized.

3. Patticipation: The Common Council encourages that the Township of Mullica, Couty of Atlantic, State of
New Jersey, shall participate in these potential Mullica River Study activities to protect and enhance areas of 
Mullica Township's ownership, jurisdiction, and interests, within the Mullica River Watershed; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be fo1warded to U.S. Congressmen Herb Conway 
and Jefferson Van Drew, and U.S. Senators Cory Booker and Andy Kim. 

ADOPTED: June 23, 2026: 

This is to certijj, that this is a true copy of a 

Resolution adopted by the Township of Mullica 
Committee at the Regular Committee 1\leeth1g 
held on June 23, 2026 

MONICA NEWTON 
ACTING MUNICIPAL CLERK 

DEANNA DEMARCO 
M AYOR 


























