
[bookmark: _Hlk219109548]The Honorable Representative Jeff Van Drew,

On behalf of myself and Residents of The Township of Mullica I write today to request a letter of support for our grant application to the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s Brownfield Program, Funding Opportunity No. EPA-A-OLEM-OBLR-25-07 for The Former Joseph Perona Scrapyard – NJDEP Program Interest No. G000000472.
The Township of Mullica has the substantial burden of a long-blighted property in desperate need of remediation. The site known as The Former Joseph Perona Scrapyard has been impacted by historic scrap processing, waste disposal, and a tire fire that has resulted in contaminated soil and debris that pose environmental and public health concerns in our small, rural community in the Pinelands of Southern New Jersey. The Township had come into possession of this property through Tax Foreclosure and has spent decades endeavoring to remedy and improve this significant affliction to our community. Following many efforts to clean up the threat, there remains 7,800 tons of impacted soil stock-piled on-site. This poses direct contact and inhalation risks as well as threatening groundwater quality, especially concerning in an area that is reliant on private wells. 
A Grant application to the USEPA’s Brownfields Program will be submitted in hopes of securing federal funding for the cleanup of the Former Joseph Perona Scrapyard. The site urgently requires containment and remediation for the protection of the health and safety of all nearby Residents as well as wildlife and the ecosystem of the Pinelands. Additionally, the Township of Mullica would benefit greatly from the clean up and repurposing of this 99 Acre parcel in the form of protected open space, green infrastructure, or clean energy source projects. Your support of our efforts to receive this funding opportunity would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your consideration.
If you have any questions please contact Mullica Township Chief Financial Officer, Dawn Stollenwerk at DStollenwerk@mullicatownship.org or 609 561 7070. 
Sincerely,
 
